
Holmbridge Cricket Club

Coronavirus Guidance for players and visitors



Welcome to the 2020 

cricket season

It has been a long wait, but finally we can 
return to playing cricket and enjoying 
the summer.  The 2020 season will be 
unlike any other and to ensure that it goes 
smoothly, we have put together a set of 
procedures and protocols that are designed 
to keep you, your team mates and anyone 
who visits the club safe and reduce the risk 
of transmitting Covid-19.  

With all of the guidelines, information 
and policies to digest, we appreciate that 
there will be a lot for you to take in and 
significant changes to how we play cricket, 
how games are run and how you move 
around our ground and facilities.

We hope that you understand the need for 
the measures and steps that we have taken 
to ensure that you and everyone around 
you can play cricket safely.

On the field

This season, we will be playing a 9 week 
season.  Games will be 30 overs and start 
at 1pm.  Every six overs, there will be a 
cleaning break where the umpires will 
clean the ball, batters their bats and the 
wicket keeper will clean their gloves.  

There will be a 20 minute innings interval 
and we will not be serving tea or drinks.  
So, if you want tea and a drink in the 
interval, you have to bring your own.  

Bowlers will be restricted to maximum 
6 overs in an innings.  Batters will be 
required to clean their bat at the end of 
their own batting innings with an anti-

bacterial wipe. 

Off the field

To ensure that everyone is able to 
maintain social distance, the club pavilion 
will be closed along with the changing 
rooms and showers.  Instead of using the 
changing rooms,  you need to arrive at the 
ground changed into your cricket whites.  
Teams will use the benches alongside the 
pitch  for seating before, during and after 
the match and you will be seated next 
to your cricket bag.  This will help us to 
maintain social distance between players 
during games. 

The changing room toilets will be open,  
one for each team and will be limited 
to one player at a time.  Handwashing 
facilities and hand sanitisation stations 
will be placed around the ground for you 
to use.

With the pavilion closed, there will be no 
bar in operation before, during or after the 
games.

The scorers will be placed by the ground’s 
main entrance gate and a table and chairs 
will also be placed in that area for umpires 
to use between innings.

The ground will be closed to spectators 
and anyone who is not directly involved 
with the match in progress. 

Please take the time to read and 
understand all of the protocols we have 
put in place to ensure that there will be a 
cricket season here at Holmbridge.  

Enjoy your season.





Adapted playing conditions 

in response to Covid-19

The ECB has issued adaptations to usual 
playing conditions to enable recreational 
cricket to resume. The full guidelines are 
available here:  https://bit.ly/3fyuC7t.  

You should read these before participating 
in matches. The key elements plus the 
specific arrangements we have put in 
place to ensure games can be played safely 
are summarised below. Whilst the Club 
believes it has taken reasonable steps in 
relation to the revision of its operating 
protocols, all players attend at their 
own risk. In line with ECB guidelines 
for the Return of Recreational Cricket, 
participants should be aware that there 
is an increased risk of transmission 
associated with partaking in a socially 
distant group activity such as cricket and 
their attendance at our ground and their 
participation in the match is entirely 
voluntary. 

Before the game

• Check for symptoms of COVID-19 

prior to playing (high temperature, 
new persistent cough, loss of taste/smell). 
If you are symptomatic, or you live in a 
household with a confirmed or possible 
COVID-19 infection or you have been 
asked to self-isolate under the NHS Test 
and Trace system you should not play.
• Do not play if you or a member of 

you household is required to shield 

from COVID-19 or is otherwise 

clinically vulnerable.

• Maintain personal hygiene 

before, during and after the match. 
Handwashing/sanitising facilities have 

been made available at various places 
around the ground – please use them 
regularly.
• Bring your own hand sanitiser to the 

game – it will need to be used multiple 
times during the course of the game.
• Limit car sharing when travelling to 

matches. Current guidance on car-sharing 
recommends the following:

• Share transport with the same group 
each time, keeping groups small
• Open windows for ventilation
• Travel side by side rather than face to 
face
• Consider seating positions to maximise 
the distance between people
• Clean your car between journeys, 
including frequently touched items
• Wear face coverings

• Come changed, ready for play – the 
changing rooms are not available for use, 
other than the toilets.
• Bring your own food and drink – no 
teas will be provided and the bar will not 
be open. Do not share water bottles with 
others.
• No spectators are allowed – 
we currently do not have space to 
accommodate spectators in addition to all 
the players and officials in a socially distant 
manner. A small amount of seating will be 
provided for those accompanying players 
to the game (for example parents of junior 
players/those providing lifts).

We are likely to be given guidelines from 
the opposition covering any specific 
requirements at their ground – please 
read them when they are circulated before 
attending the game.



On arrival at the ground

• Maintain social distancing at all 

times when at the ground. The ground 
has been set up to facilitate this – please 
respect the new rules that have been put 
in place.
• Please use the first bench on the 

pathway as you enter the ground for 

storing kit and sitting during the game 
– the right hand bench on the Ground 
Plan. Kit should be placed on the bench 
in between the seating spots which are 
marked with hazard tape.
• Please sanitise you hands on arrival 

at the ground using either your own 
sanitiser or the sanitiser station available 
between the player’s benches as indicated 
on the plan.
• There are lots of additional jobs to do 
to set up for home games. The captain 
will have the list of things to do and 
will allocate tasks. Please arrive at the 

scheduled time to allow time for 

set-up. We will be given specific times to 
arrive at away games. This is likely to be 
closer to the start-time given players will 
arrive changed and ready to warm up.
• Please use all available space 

to warm-up, maintaining social 

distancing. Use your own equipment 
(including balls) and knock balls back to 
the bowler rather than picking them up 
with your hands.
• The toilets in the Home team changing 
room have been allocated for use by 
male members of the home team and 
accompanying spectators. A cone has 
been placed immediately to the side of the 
doorway. Place the cone in the middle of 
the doorway to indicate that the changing 
rooms are occupied, leaving the main 
changing room door open. Please move 

the cone back to the side of the doorway 
once you have finished. Handwashing 
facilities are available in the toilets – please 
use them.
• Female toilets are available in the 
Umpires Room, accessed by the external 
stairway to the right of the Clubhouse. 
A similar process to that outlined above 
should be used to indicate occupancy.
• Scorers and Umpires will sit on 

the bench to the left as you enter the 

ground. Our scorer will be responsible 
for maintaining the scoreboard during 
home games and will update it at the 
6-over hygiene breaks. No-one else should 
operate the scoreboard.
• Players are asked to minimise the 
valuables that they bring to the ground 
given that there is no lockable room 
available for players. We recommend that 
players keep valuable items in their own 
vehicles.
• In the event of rain, players should 

return to their own vehicles to 

maintain social distancing. The 

Clubhouse will not be open for 

shelter.

During the Game

• Limit the sharing of equipment. 

If equipment is shared, it is your 
responsibility to clean it after use.
• Pad-up at the players benches and 

enter the field of play from there. 

If privacy is required, use the home 
changing rooms (or female toilets for 
female players). Only one person at a time 
should use the changing room, indicating 
occupancy using the cone as outlined 
above.
• No sweat or saliva to be applied to 

the ball.



• Sanitise your hands before the game 

starts, at the end of the innings and 

before consuming any food or drink.

• Do not spit or rinse your mouth with 

water onto the playing area or other 

parts of the ground.

• Running lines have been added 2m 

away from the pitch for the non-

striker to complete their runs in order 
to maintain social distancing when batting. 
The striker should run on the opposite 
side to the bowler’s follow through as 
usual.
• 2m distances should be maintained 

in the field with the exception of wicket 
keepers standing up and slip fielders where 
1m plus is permitted. These players should 
maintain greater distances when waiting 
for the ball to be bowled. Maintain social 
distancing when celebrating wickets etc.
• Hygiene breaks take place every 6 

overs in the field for players to clean 
hands and for the ball to be wiped with 
anti-viral wipe (which we need to provide 
for our team).
• Batters should sanitise their bat with 

a wipe when leaving the field of play. 

Wicket Keepers should sanitise their 

gloves. It is your responsibility to bring 
cleaning products to enable this to occur.
• Personal items (caps etc) should 

not be handed to the umpire when 

bowling. Place these at the base of the 
stumps or the boundary line yourself.
• The ball should be returned to the 

bowler in the most direct way possible 

– usually directly from the wicket 

keeper. Avoid sending it round the field 
through multiple hands. The ball should 
be placed at the base of the stumps during 
hygiene and other breaks.
• The Umpires will replace the bails if 
they are dislodged during play.
• Wellies to retrieve the ball from the 

river are next to the scorer’s table – one 
set for home and another for the away 
team. Sanitise your hands after putting the 
wellies on an again once you take them off 
having returned them to the scorer’s table.
• Players should exercise social distancing 
when going to retrieve the ball from other 
areas. If the balls enter one of the houses 
adjacent to the ground, players should not 
go into the houses but instead should ask 
the owner to retrieve the ball. If they are 
not in we will try and get the balls at a 
later date.

After the game

• Our bar will not be open for home 

games. If you want a drink after the game, 
bring it with you.
• The changing rooms are not open and so 
you will need to leave the ground in your 
kit.
• Additional tasks will need to be 

completed to clear up after home 

games – please assist your Captain 

when requested.

• If you/a member of your household 

becomes symptomatic within 7 days 

of playing in a match, please report 

this to the NHS Test and Trace system 

if requested to limit the spread of the 

virus.
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2020 Fixtures

1st XI

18-Jul H Mirfield Parish Cav’s 
2XI

25-Jul A Thongsbridge 2XI 

1-Aug H Moorlands 2XI

8-Aug A Linthwaite 2XI

15-Aug H Cartworth Moor 1XI

22-Aug H Cumberworth Utd 
2XI

29-Aug A Birkby Rose Hill 2XI

5-Sep H Kirkheaton 2XI

12-Sep A Elland 2XI

2nd XI

18-Jul A Thurstonland 2XI 

25-Jul H Cartworth Moor 2XI

1-Aug A Meltham 2XI

8-Aug H Marsden 2XI

15-Aug A Flockton 2XI

22-Aug A Lascelles Hall 2XI

29-Aug H Edgerton & Dalton 
2XI

5-Sep A Upperthong 2XI

12-Sep H Mirfield 2XI


